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“I can do anything, I just have to put my mind to it  
and work hard enough.”

— Portia Chambers, JET 2014



Dear Friends,

For nearly 20 years, City Kids has provided extraordinary opportu-
nities for our youth, and in 2014, we worked to strengthen our 
foundation to ensure that City Kids will be able to offer stability and 
support to our youth and families for many more years to come.  
In the past year, City Kids launched a new evaluation system based 
on our newly completed Theory of Change, and we are now better 
able to articulate and track the connections between our program 
activities and outcomes. We recently completed our first evaluation 
analysis since implementing our new system, and have already put 
our findings to work in order to strengthen our impact. 

Our youth live in communities where access to resources are 
limited, adult unemployment rates are high, and formal education 
levels are low. 81% of our youth are eligible for free or reduced 
school lunch.

City Kids continues to receive prominent recognition and support, 
and in 2014, we were awarded a capacity building grant from the 
City Fund through the Community Foundation for the National 
Capital Region. City Kids was also awarded a second partnership 
year with Fair Chance, and we continued our work together to 
strengthen our internal capacity and long term sustainability.

These achievements are only possible due to the generosity and 
support of our individual donors, foundation and corporate 
partners, dedicated board, staff, and volunteers. We are deeply 
grateful for your support and are honored to be partnering together 
to create positive opportunities for our youth and lasting change in 
our community. 

With heartfelt thanks,

Randy Luskey   Eloise Russo
FOUNDER AND BOARD CHAIR  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

“I can do anything, I just have to put my mind to it  
and work hard enough.”



OUR MISSION 

City Kids Wilderness Project is a nonprofit organization 

founded on the belief that providing enriching life 

experiences for underserved and at-risk DC youth can 

enhance their lives, the lives of their families and the 

greater community. 

OUR MODEL 

Our program is based around three core principles: 

long-term youth engagement, outdoor adventure and 

experiential education programming, and goal setting 

with a focus on future planning. Youth develop a 

positive self-identity by overcoming challenges, 

building strong relationships with peers and adult 

mentors, and exploring personal possibilities. 

OUR IMPACT 

In the past three years, 96 percent of participants  

have graduated from high school. In comparison,  

the DC graduation rate was 61 percent this year. After 

high school, 82 percent of youth enrolled in college  

or other formal programs such as vocational training  

or the military. 

2014 Snapshot 

In 2014, City Kids served 128 DC youth and young 
adults through its multi-year programming.

      21 Job Experience Trainees

    232 program activities held

2,910 participant days
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90%   of youth believe strongly that there are other  
opportunities for them outside of where they live

92%  of parents said their child is more open to trying  
new things

88% of youth report that they set personal goals

91%  of second and third year participants tried again  
when experiencing failure, compared to 79% in  
the first and second year

Outcomes
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   AGES 11 –13

Ranger & Mountaineer
Participants learn outdoor skills and  
try new things at summer camp, and 
during the school year through our 
afterschool and weekend outdoor 
adventure programming:

• Backpacking
• Canoeing
• Horseback riding
• Study skills and homework support

Youth Development Focus
• Goal-setting
• Teamwork
•  Taking care of self, others and  

the environment
• Nonviolent conflict resolution

THE CITY KIDS journey begins 

when youth enter the program in the 

sixth grade and continues through 

middle school, high school, and 

beyond. Youth explore Washington, 

DC, the wilderness areas of the  

Mid Atlantic, and participate in 

summer programming at Broken 

Arrow Ranch in Jackson, Wyoming. 

Each year brings new challenges, 

opportunities, and excitement, and 

the program is carefully structured  

to provide age and stage appropriate 

support as youth mature. 

 

The City Kids Journey

  AGES 14 –15

Elite
Participants tackle physical challenges 
in the wilderness including:

•  Backpacking in the Sawtooth 
Mountains and kayaking in  
Yellowstone

•  Weekend outdoor adventures
•  Week-long kayak trip in the rivers, 

swamps and ocean of South 
Carolina

Youth Development Focus
• Overcoming challenges
•  Managing feelings in a constructive 

way
•  Personal contribution and leadership

   AGES 15 –16

Leadership
Participants test their mastery of 
outdoor skills through high adventure 
activities, and demonstrate newfound 
leadership skills by exploring issues 
within their communities.

•  Rock climbing and white water 
kayaking

• 24 hour solo
• Weekend outdoor adventures
•  Community service and volunteer 

programming
• Social justice workshops

Youth Development Focus
•  Mastering and applying new skills
•  Community leadership and civic 

engagement
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   AGES 15 –18

JET (Job Experience Training)
Year-round training opportunities lay 
the foundation for transferrable job 
skills, and future focused planning 
provides youth with a clear road map 
after high school.

CAMP LEADER 
•  Paid summer job opportunity  

as a peer mentor and program 
assistant, preceded by six weeks 
of training during the school year 

CAREER EXPLORATION WEEK  
•  Workshops, job shadows, and 

mini-internship placements to  
test and explore career and 
post-secondary education 
interests 

 CITY KIDS SERVE 
•  School year service learning 

program 

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
• Weekend outdoor adventures 
•  Post-secondary planning and 

college preparation support
•  Opportunity to be certified in CPR 

and Wilderness First Aid
•  Opportunity to attend a course 

through the National Outdoor  
Leadership School (NOLS). 

•  Opportunity to summit the Grand 
Teton as a culminating adventure

Youth Development Focus
• Mentorship 
•  Developing a positive vision for  

the future

   AGES 18+

Alumni 
Alumni receive regular check-ins and 
support for at least two years after 
completing the program. All alumni  
are eligible for the following:

•  One-on-one mentorship and career 
planning support

•  Post-secondary education and job 
coaching 

•  Alumni outdoor adventures and 
networking gatherings 

•  Volunteer engagement and job 
opportunities with City Kids  
programs
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In Their Own Words

“ I am so glad that I was 

here, my confidence 

improved and I had 

fun. I enjoyed it so 

much!”  

—  Ranger, 12 years old, 
after his first summer  
at camp

 “ City Kids has helped 

my son grow into the 

young man he is today. 

His experiences 

developed his character 

and resilience. He has 

been able to accom-

plish some amazing 

feats through his 

participation in the 

program. The skills he 

developed will last a 

lifetime.” 

—  Parent of a City Kids 
Alum

“ Being a JET is an 

empowering experi-

ence. It gives you the 

experience of an actual 

worker. This is going 

to be something that 

helps all JETs in the 

future. The whole City 

Kids experience gives 

people what they need 

and I want to be a part 

of that.” 

—  Jeru Crawford 
JET 2015

WHAT WOULD YOU TELL NEW KIDS ABOUT CITY KIDS? 

“ The most valuable thing I have gained from my City Kids experience so  

far is the courage to try new things. With all the experiences I’ve had and 

all of the challenges that City Kids has put me up to as a camper, I am no 

longer afraid to try new things.”  —  Liliana Campos, JET 2015
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EDDIE VAN III joined City Kids 

as a 6th grader, and worked his 

way up through each level in the 

program. From backpacking to 

rock climbing to white water 

kayaking, Eddie was open to 

trying new things and stretching 

out of his comfort zone. On his 24 hour wilderness 

solo, Eddie reflected on his time with the pro-

gram, “City Kids taught me team leadership and 

how to work with a group. It also taught me to 

have more endurance, and all of these challenges 

have made me stronger.”

After completing the four camper levels at  

City Kids, Eddie joined our high school program 

as a part of the Job Experience Training (JET) 

program. As a JET, Eddie used his new leader-

ship skills as a mentor to younger youth, and 

gained critical skills in communication, conflict 

resolution, and group management. As a 

culminating expedition, Eddie put everything  

he had learned to the test by joining the first  

City Kids team to climb the Grand Teton. 

In 2014, Eddie graduated from Bell Multicultural 

High School and is now enrolled in Garrett 

College. Eddie’s mother shares, “I honestly 

believe the outdoor and leadership skills he 

mastered at City Kids have allowed him to 

successfully adapt to the environment he is 

currently in at college.” 

Leading Example



Financial Statement for Calendar Year 2014 
January 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

 Donations  $   866,663

 In-Kind Donations   99,683

 Rental Income  51,455

 Other Income  11,473

TOTAL  1,029,274

EXPENSES

 Program Services   841,108

 Management and General  184,087

 Fundraising  146,317

TOTAL  1,171,512

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS**    (142,238)

CASH BASIS ADJUSTMENTS

 Deposit received on installment sale of property  400,000 

 Depreciation   64,807

 Sale of Investments  229,819

 Other Adjustments  (246,955)

NET CHANGE IN CASH POSITION    305,433

Cash Basis Statement of Activities*
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ASSETS

 Total Current Assets   769,113

 Property, net of accumulated depreciation  2,609,234

 Other Assets  188,448

TOTAL ASSETS  3,566,795

LIABILITIES

 Total Current Liabilities   42,185

 Non-Current Liabilities  2,130,000

TOTAL LIABILITIES  2,172,185

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS

 Undesignated   399,280

 Board Designated  895,330

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED  1,294,610

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS     $3,566,795

*Statement of Activities presented on cash basis reflect $400,000 cash inflow for installment  

sale of land, buildings, and improvements from City Kids to Randy Luskey. The sale is expected  

to close in 2016. Income from the transaction will be recognized as a change in net assets at the 

time of closing.

**Net Change in Assets as presented in City Kids 2014 Audited Financial Statements 
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CORPORATE

Amazon Smile

Barrels Unlimited

Carney Logan Burke 
Architects

Chipotle

Columbia

Conservation Solutions 

Credit Suisse

Earth Treks, Inc.

Elements 

eScience Labs

Follett

Hanover Insurance Group

Mad River Boat Trips

Microsoft

Park Piedmont Advisors, 
LLC

Patton Boggs, LLP

Pepco

Play For Your Cause

Plymouth Rock Foundation

Preston L. Hoffer and 
Associates

Rendezvous River Sports

Skinny Skis

Symantec Corporation

Takorean

Timberland

West End Capital Group

Winter Park Travel

ZipCar

Our Donors
A DEEP AND HEARTFELT THANK YOU to our many donors, whose 

generous support makes it possible every day for imaginations to be 

sparked, academic success to be achieved, self-confidence to grow, 

and wilderness areas to be explored. 

FOUNDATIONS & GRANT 
AWARDS

Build-A-Bear Workshop 
Foundation Inc

The Morris & Gwendolyn 
Cafritz Foundation

Dorothy Jordan Chadwick 
Foundation

City Fund, Community 
Foundation for the National 
Capitol Region

CityBridge Foundation

The Clark Charitable 
Foundation

Code Blue Charitable 
Foundation

Community Foundation of 
Jackson Hole

The DC Trust

Fair Chance

A.C. and Penny Hubbard 
Foundation

Jannotta-Pearsall Fund

Jewish Youth Philanthropy 
Initiative

Jockey Hollow Foundation

The Kerr Foundation

M.R. Kidder Charitable Fund 
at The Boston Foundation

Kidder Smith Fund at The 
Boston Foundation

Leder Family Philanthropic 
Fund

National Basketball Trainers 
Association Foundation 

Office of the State 
Superintendent of Education

Patel Family Foundation

The Rolander Family 
Foundation

Share Fund

The Frank and Emilie 
Slaughter Charitable Fund 

The Alexander C. & Tillie S. 
Speyer Foundation

Speyer Family Foundation

Stephenson Pope Babcock 
Foundation

StoneRiver Foundation

The Taylor Foundation

United Way of the National 
Capitol Area

Weissberg Foundation

INDIVIDUALS

Anonymous

Daniel Abraham

Ramsey Aburdene

Marcia Kunstel & Joseph 
Albright

Margaret Weekes & Derry 
Allen

Vincent & Robert Andrews

Joanna & Hank Asbill

Jon Banashek

Jill Barker

Fran Barnes

Robert Barnett

Jimmy Barter

Heidi & James Baumann

Alissa Kuznick & Hal 
Belodoff

Patrick Bergin

Sheila & Bob Berner

Hillary & Mark Berry

Lois & Roland Betts

Sujata Bhat

Fred Bowditch

Bob Bradley

Katherine & David Bradley

Catherine Breiter

Linda & Tony Brooks
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Nancy Brown

Erica & Matt Buchsbaum

Mary Kate Buckley

Mike Calabrese

Franz Camenzind

Faye & Bill Campbell

Susan Carlman

Christine Carlson

Elizabeth Carlson

Malinda Pennoyer 
Chouinard & Yvon Chouinard

Andrea & Jon Christensen

Suzanne & Gary Christian

Nina & Mark Clark

Alexis Brinkley & Jeremiah 
Collins

Margaret & Daniel Collins

Katharine Conover

Emily Coombs

Alice Cornell

Michael & Janet Cornfeld

Judy & Billy Cox

Rebecca Czarniecki

Yvette Rivera & Allen Dale

Margaret Royce & James 
Daukas

Alexandra Dawson

Virginia Dean

Julie Deardorff

Christy Delafield

Susan Dickson

Adelaide & Edmund Donnan

Lloyd Dorsey

Valerie & Guy Dove

Nisha & Stephen Dubois

Renee & Marc Ducnuigeen

Molly & Chris Duggan

Mike Dukart

Maureen Earley

Gloria & Rosser Edwards

Jim Epstein

Jacqueline & Christian 
Erdman

Paul Erickson

Kathy Faist

Erik Feig

Kathleen & John Fenley

Lisa & Chuck Fleischman

Astrid & James Flood

Karen Fogg

Betsy & Peter Forster

Carl Foulks

Faith Fuller

Mary & Steve Gabrielson

Cheryl Gannon

Carolyn Florey & John 
Garrity

Laura Lee & George Gastis

Cindee & Doug George

Beraki Ghebremichael

Margaret Gilday

Abby Goldstein

Shahna Gooneratne

Christopher Gottscho

Rebecca Grawl

Yardly & Burton Gray

Joyce Graeter

Peggy & Jim Graeter

Diane Pirkey & Darrel 
Grinstead

Emily Grinstead

Kathy Gurley

Gary Gutterman

Barbara & Stephen Haas

Summer & Brennan Haltli

Melissa & Shep Harris

Ann Harvey

Carolynn & Bruce Hawtin

Charles Herz

Sandy & Chris Hessler

Laurie & Scott Higgins

Jane & Tom Hill

Preston Hofer

Jack Hogan

Louisa & Steve Hollman

Penney & AC Hubbard

Larry Hutchinson

Kelly & John Jennings

Elizabeth Jeppson

Marguerite Jimenez

Kara Johnson

Charles Kackley

Stephen Kelly

Susan & Tim Kelly

Mike Kidder

Ann & Knight Kiplinger

Robert G. Kirk

Carrie & Scott Kirkpatrick

Kimberly Larson & Gary 
Knell

Susan Koehler

Susan Lancelotta & Nick 
Koutrelakos

Simki & Peter Kuznick

Jenney Wilder & Steve 
Labrum

BeeDee & Ted Ladd

Elisabeth Langworthy

Meghan LaVoo

Nicole & Tanguy Le Saout

Karen & Ethan Leder

Heidi & Phil Leeds

Michael Lenard

Victor Levinson

Jennifer Liang

Jennifer & Rob Lippincott

Meredith & Kimberlly Liu

Carolyn & Jack Long

Katsey Long

Michael Lorenzo

Ann Luskey

Nicole & Randy Luskey

Will Luskey

Mike Macrina

Justin Marlen

Linda Mars

Virginia Martens

April Martin

Diane & Warren Marton

Millie Maxwell

Amy McCarthy

Sean McDermott
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Monica & David McInnis

Lucinda & Phil McLean

E. Adams Miller

Ann & Paul Moran

Barbara & Michael Morey

Robert Morrison

Casey Morton

Joan Wise Murphy

Steve Mutschler

Paul Nevin

Kate Niederehe

Kathryn Niner

Olivia Nordeng

Rose & Ronald Novak

Alexandra Simmonds & 
Anthony Nuland

Melanie & Larry Nussdorf

Timothy O’Connor

Janice O’Donnell

Marge & Gil Ordway

Robert Osborne

Margery & Barry Passett

Courtney Clark Pastrick & 
Scott Pastrick

Amy & Neil Patel

Marty & Charlie Peet

Sarah Peterson

Shari & Charles Pfleeger

Henry C. Phibbs II

Jane Bilger & Andrew 
Philipsborn

Lisa & Scott Pierson

Lloyd Powell

Aaron Pruzan

Aaron Ray

Catherine Scott & Jamie 
Resor

Kitty & John Resor

Story & Bill Resor

Marie Ridder

Margaret & Tom Rietano

Page Robinson

Lisa Rullman

Eloise Russo 

Corie Rybak

Mandeep Sandhu

Elizabeth Saul 

Florence Lemle & Ron 
Saypol

Julie & Dan Schlager

Daisy & German Schmeda

Terin Schmidt

Robert Scholz

Petra Schultze

Laurie Davis & Joseph 
Sellers

Polly & William Sherard

Paul Sherrill

Sandy & Dick Shuptrine

Veronica & Gary Silberberg

Mimi & Frank Slaughter

Tina & Albert Small, Jr.

Ann C. Smith

Becky Kidder Smith & 
Thomas Smith

Page Smith

Roger Smith

Charlotte Souter

Mary & Jim Speyer

Jean & Fred Staehr

Erin & Claude Stansbury

Pat & Brennan Starkey

Mary Stern

Marcia & Mike Taylor

Frances & Allan Tessler

Karen Todoroff

Barbara & Stan Trachtenberg

Cathy Dombi & Philip 
Trautman

Jeannie & Guy Trautman

Russell Trautman, Jr.

Amy & Steve Unfried

Maggie & John Valiante

Beatrice Van Roijen

Phillip Varghese

Paul Vaughn

Celia & Rob Wallace

Nate Walsh

INDIVIDUALS continued

A special thank you to  
our donors who made our 
participation in Old Bill’s 
Fun Run a huge success!

Please remember City Kids 
for 2015.

Amy Ward

Chris Warner

Eric Waters

Eleanor Weekes

Jane Weiman

Ivette White

Anne & Noel Wray

Amy Rudnick & Michael 
Zeldin

Sasha Zolik

Gifts Made in Honor of:

Eric Logan

Lindsay Fallon & Richard 
Peterson-Cremer

Casey Philipsborn

Helena Walker

Gifts Made in Memory of:

Stacy Payne

Micha Schultze
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Our sincere thanks to both our summer programs and 
school-year staff, and to our many volunteers, for their 
hard work and enthusiasm in supporting City Kids youth. 
You continue to make a critical difference. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

YEAR ROUND

Telephone: 202.525.4930  
Fax: 1.888.317.8831

City Kids Wilderness Project
2437 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009

SUMMER AT BROKEN ARROW RANCH

Telephone: 307.739.0859 

13055 South US Hwy 191
Jackson, WY 83001

City Kids is a registered 501(c)3 
United Way # 8527, CFC #18529

City Kids is honored to be featured in  
the 2013-14 Catalogue for Philanthropy  
as one of the best small charities in the 
Washington, DC region.  

www.citykidsdc.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Randy Luskey
FOUNDER AND BOARD CHAIR

Barbara Brinton Haas
CONSERVATIONIST

Summer Haltli
FEDERAL CAPITAL PARTNERS

Matt Liddle
REI

Ann Luskey
OCEAN CONSERVATIONIST

Nicole Luskey
CO-FOUNDER

E. Adams Miller 
BOARD MEMBER

Neil Patel
THE DAILY CALLER

CITY KIDS STAFF 

Eloise Russo
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Sara Ghebremichael
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

April Martin
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Carra Cheslin
PROGRAM DIRECTOR  

HIGH SCHOOL & ALUMNI PROGRAMS

Callie Sadler
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Colleen McHugh
CAMP DIRECTOR

Russell “Guy” Trautman
RANCH MANAGER

Kitty & John Resor 
SHOOTING STAR JACKSON HOLE

Eloise Russo
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Gary Silberberg
CENTER OF WONDER

Mary Speyer
CO-FOUNDER BRICKS + BOOKS 

FOUNDATION

Robert Wallace
THE ROB WALLACE GROUP

http://www.crabtreecompany.com
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